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This--the performers' edition of the massive New Oxford Book of Carols--is a selection of 120 carols

in 173 different settings. The music, which is divided into composed carols and traditional carols,

covers nine centuries of Christmas music from around the world. Popular and unknown material is

included: the settings are straightforward and each carol is accompanied by a note on historical

background. The emphasis is on the fresh approach to the carol, and the editors have cleared away

the accretions of years to recapture the original spirit and vigor of the music. Selections from the

book are featured on EMI Classic's recordings "The Carol Album," "The Christmas Album," and

"Carol Album 2," performed by the Taverner Consort, Choir, and Players under the direction of

Andrew Parrott.
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I thought Carols for Choirs I & II were essential references for Christmas music, but the Shorter New

Oxford Book of Carols surpasses them.

I've borrowed this book from my local library many times and realized that I really want to have my

own copy. Was happy to find a very good used copy through . This has lots of less-well-known

carols, crossing lots of centuries & traditions. I always find something new that I haven't seen

before.
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